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Date: 31st March 2016

Ref: Licensing Application – Darby’s Field – Mr Wainwright

Dear Sir / Madam,

My name is Tony Grover and I am a licensing specialist representing Mr Wainwright regarding his licensing 
application for a Premises Licence for the field at the rear of Darby’s Freehouse on land owned by Mr Carrick. 

Please accept my apologies for this generic letter but it is easier for me to prepare just the one in order to address all 
those who have submitted a representation concerning the above application.

The application has been submitted to request authorisation to hold licensable events on the field between Easter and 
September each year. 

The reason why a premises licence application has been submitted in the manner it has is to allow flexibility on 
arranging dates through this same period of time each year as dates for events can never be guaranteed to occur on the 
same date every year. Temporary Event Notices are not always appropriate as they are designed to facilitate events of 
a temporary nature. Typically they do not usually have any controls applied to them as would be able to be attached to 
a licence of a permanent nature. 

It seems that the majority of the representations submitted to the Licensing Department at Breckland Council refer to 
the perceived frequency of events that could be authorised under the terms of the licence if it is granted; concerns 
regarding noise disturbance that may be associated with events arranged for public attendance and enjoyment; and 
concerns regarding the control of any additional traffic generated by those attending. 

Firstly, I would like to make it clear that the owner of the field, Mr Carrick, has only given permission for the use 
of the field for licensable purposes for two occasions only during the period applied for each year. This point 
was clarified at a meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th March. Subsequent to that meeting I have contacted the 
Licensing Department and requested that the following condition is placed on the licence which will ensure that only 
two such events will be permitted under the terms of the licence if it is granted: 

“The number of events allowed to take place within the annual period for when licensable activities are permitted by 
this licence shall be limited to 2 ‘one day’ events only. Written notification of these events taking place will be given to 
the Licensing Authority and Swanton Morley Parish Council no less than 21 days prior to an event going ahead.”

You will note that this condition is quite specific and should offer some reassurance to those concerned within the 
community regarding the frequency of events that will be permitted.

Secondly, the application I submitted contains proposals for control measures that will always be applicable. The main 
proposal for this licence application is that identified control measures will be in place to address the concerns of the 
Licensing Act 2003 and its Licensing Objectives and that for every licensable event organised to take place on 
Darby’s Field an Event Management Plan (EMP) will have been prepared for every individual event. This EMP will 
be open to the scrutiny of the Safety Advisory Group (SAG) run by Breckland Council. This SAG is represented by 
specialists from all of the Emergency Services and specialist departments within the District Council. They ensure that 
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the advice they give for the running of specific events complies with all relevant legislation and addresses the 
concerns of the community for the area where the event is being held.

Mr Wainwright has engaged the services of a reputable company who will complete the EMP for every event and who 
will then provide the specialist services for the event in relation to the safety and security of all those who attend and 
those who reside in the immediate vicinity of the event. Traffic management issues are also dealt with and will be 
included in such an EMP. This company is SSY Guarding based in Norwich (http://www.ssy-guarding.co.uk/ ). This 
company is widely experienced and has an excellent reputation for providing event management services in the 
manner I have described above. It is on the preferred list of suppliers held by Norwich City Council for providing such 
services for events held within the Norwich area.

There is a public demand for events to be held at this location which has been identified by Mr Wainwright and which 
can be proven by written support collated by Mr Wainwright. It is therefore the intention of Mr Wainwright to ensure 
that these events are properly organised and managed as indicated above.

There are other event locations highlighted as being available within Swanton Morley within some of the 
representations submitted to the District Council. Examination of their licences reveal that permissions within those 
licences could permit events to proceed later into the night than is proposed at Darby’s Field, and on more occasions, 
and without the same stringent controls which are proposed in this application.

There have been no representations submitted by any of the Responsible Authorities who are statutory consultees as 
part of the application process. Importantly, the Police have not objected and neither has the Community Noise 
Nuisance Team from the Environmental Health Department within the District Council. I can only presume that is 
because (1) there have been no recorded complaints of disturbance or noise concerning the staging of previous events 
at Darby’s Field and (2) that the timings for the proposed events within this application fall within generally accepted 
times for when outside noise from events within residential areas would normally be expected to be finished by, i.e. 
11pm.

I hope that this letter has given you some reassurance that Mr Wainwright is taking all appropriate steps to ensure that 
the permitted two events each year will be properly organised and that permanent Conditions attached to the licence 
will require that these events will be properly managed within the law.

I therefore invite you to withdraw you objection prior to the planned hearing into the application which is currently set 
to take place at 10am on Friday 15th April 2016 at the Breckland Council Offices in Dereham by notifying the District 
Council prior to that date.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. 

Yours sincerely,

Tony Grover
Licensing Consultant
SMART Licensing
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